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in  which many valuable necessaries and  costly
luxuries are produced.

Second, to assist in carrying into effect the wise
and benevolent regulations adopted by our Govern-
ment for the suppression of the slave-trade, which
has been so long the scourge and disgrace of our
fellow men in this portion of the globe.               '

Third, to increase the means of advancing the
civilization of central Africa.

The determination to endeavour to carry these
leading objects into full effect, is sufficiently evi-
denced in the perseverance with which our Govern-
ment has   established the  British name  on the
African Coast, in our different settlements at Sierra
Leone, Cape Coast Castle, and other places.    We
have made as yet but slight progress towards the
completion of designs so comprehensive in their
purpose,  we must look for the causes in impedi-
ments which time alone can conquer, and not in
any lack of zeal on the part of those who were
appointed to execute the plans of the Government.
If firm resolution, meritorious conduct, and inde-
fatigable diligence could have mastered the diffi-
culties which meet the English residents on this
insalubrious shore, the ends which it was desirable
to attain must have been speedily accomplished :
but unfortunately the laws of nature and the force
of habit oppose us at the very threshold of bur
proceedings, and seem almost to render our labour
a work of despair.